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INTERMEDIATE CLASS PIANO

Fall Semester, 2002


            T-Th, 2:00-2:50 P.M.

Instructor:  Sue Miller
OPEN LAB HOURS

Phone:  732-6769
M-W-F:  8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. by appt.

Office Hours:  M – F  8:30-9:00 A.M.
T-Th:  8:30 a.m.- 10:00 a.m.

Other hours available by appointment
3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m.

Required Material

Alfred’s Group Piano for Adults, Book 1

Optional:  Pair of earphones with quarter inch jack

Course objectives

Intermediate Class Piano is designed to continue learning skills covered in Beginning Class piano and to develop aural skills at the keyboard.  Skills will include sight reading, rhythmic reading, technical exercises designed to aid you in playing the piano, keyboard harmony, improvisation and solo piano pieces appropriate for intermediate players.  Group classes also include ensemble pieces.

Important Dates


Midterm Solo Performance and written exam:  Tuesday, October 15, 2002


End of Semester Solo Performance:  Thursday, December 12, 2002


Final Exam:  TBA

Class organization and Attendance

The class meets Tuesday and Thursday at 2:00 – 2:50 a.m.  Based upon the number of students and their various levels, the class may be divided.  Daily attendance in class is expected.  There will be no make-ups for missed grades due to absences.  If you have more than three unexcused absences during the semester, your final course grade will be lowered by one letter grade. 

Be in class on time.  It is discourteous to your teacher and to your fellow students if you arrive late.  Excessive tardiness will not be tolerated.  If you have special circumstances preventing your being on time, discuss this with your instructor in the first week of classes.  There will be no make-ups for grades missed due to tardiness. 

Bring textbook, pencil, any handouts or music assigned and a notebook to each class.  Failure to bring all materials to class will result in a zero for that day.   

Practicing

In order to play the piano, practicing is required.  Every student will learn at his/her own pace, therefore some students will learn the assigned material more quickly and with less practice that others.  It is your responsibility to spend enough time practicing to master the assignment given at class.  CONSISTENCY is the key. Plan on spending a minimum of 30 minutes per day practicing your class piano materials.  Don’t attempt to ‘cram’ for tests.  It won’t work.  Daily practice is necessary to develop piano skills.

Grading Procedure

You will be graded periodically in class on assigned materials, through in-class performances, written quizzes, written assignments, or other materials.  Each grade assigned during the semester will be weighted according to the following schedule in determining your final course grade.  Missed grades due to absence or tardiness will be averaged into the final grade as zeros.


Attendance

90 points  (approximately 6 points per class period)



Practice Record
90 points  (1 point per 1/2 hour practice session)



Quizzes
          100 points



Midterm
          110 points



Final Exam 
          110 points



Total Possible
          500 points

COURSE GRADE:  Grades are assigned according to the following points accumulated:


A = 450 – 500 points


B = 400 – 449 points


C = 350 – 399 points


D = 300 – 349 points


F = less than 300 points

Use and Care of the Piano Lab

The Piano Lab contains expensive state of the art equipment.  It is important that these instruments are treated with care.  All books should be left outside the room.  Bring only pencil, earphone, and music to class.

Outcomes Assessment

Class attendance, practice and preparation, quizzes, group and solo performances, and written exams will be used for evaluating knowledge, understanding, and skill of concepts taught.



